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Every child matters every day.

All children can be high achievers.
Term 2, 29 April – 5 July
Week 5 Term 2 2019

May

Monday 27th – Friday 31st – Reconciliation Week

June

Friday 7th – Small Wheels Day
Monday 10th – Queen’s Birthday holiday
Tuesday 11th – Pupil Free Day
Thursday 13th Room 3 Farm excursion

Dear families,
Last week’s assembly lead by Room 1 was a lovely celebration of some of the many activities that Wallaroo Primary
School have been busy with over the beginning of this term. Accolades for children’s participation in Kernewek, sports,
academics and reading. The Principal Awards that are given out at each assembly have been kindly donated by
Treats@25 – thank you to Tracey Palmer from Treats@25.
We are extremely fortunate to have the support of our wonderful volunteers and it was lovely to have quite a few of
them join us to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of National Volunteers Week. They say it takes a village to raise a child.
It is wonderful to have so many volunteers as part of our village.
Our school grounds are looking especially beautiful at the moment thanks to volunteer dad David Eldridge and
Groundsperson David Hettner for spending extra time and effort last week. Mark Warford has also been busy making
garden boxes for our herb garden that will assist Mrs Petersen with her food and technology classes. Thankyou Mark.
Julie is currently away from her desk mourning the loss of her beautiful mum Maria on Monday this week. We send
loving thoughts and our sincere condolences to Julie, Michael, Nathan, Kristina, Jasmine and Daniel and Julie’s
extended family at this sad time.
Damian McCarthy

Congratulations! Congratulations to the following students on demonstrating one or more of our school values. The
students were presented with their awards at our Week 4 Assembly. James Jansen, Zariah Boundy, Alexia Hoban, Eva
Slee, Baileigh Foster, Layla Harland, Marnie Dempster, Jarrod Mercer, Makayla Short, Alexia Rasimoglou, Ruby Brooks
and Shyann Launder.
Principal’s Award: Malaki Stokes for showing great improvement since starting school and
enjoyment in his learning.

Wallaroo Primary School’s Volunteers for 2019
Thank you to all of our amazing volunteers: Bob Short, Ann Cole, Bec Foster, Carmen Allison-Warford, Mark Warford,
David Eldridge, Fiona Piscioneri, Rachael Toribio, Ali Gooding, Tamra Walker, Emily Barber, Lorraine Tree, Brock
Champion, Sarah Secker, Julia Short, Kirsty Miles, Renee Wall and Rachel Willment, you certainly do make a world of
difference.
This week marks the 30th anniversary of National Volunteers Week. The theme of Volunteers Week for 2019 is “Making
a World of Difference”.
Volunteering is more than just doing a good deed. It is a gift of something that feels increasingly limited in our busy
society. It is the gift of time—time to extend a helping hand to others just because it is the right thing to do.
We are so fortunate to have many wonderful volunteers working across our school, helping in many different ways,
whether that be working in the garden, breakfast club, working one on one with students, helping out on our
Governing Council, etc.

Some of our wonderful volunteers attended a special assembly to thank them for their commitment to our school.
Back: David Eldridge, Mark Warford, Kirsty Miles and Carmen Allison-Warford.
Front: Tamra Walker, Fiona Piscioneri, Bob Short, Bec Foster, Ali Gooding, Anne Cole and Emily Barber.

Election Day Sausage Sizzle
Many thanks to our staff members Dave Hettner and Di Seddon for organizing a sausage sizzle to raise funds for our Nature
Playground. Thanks also to volunteers Kirsty Miles, Tenille Harland, Mark Warford, Renee and Alyssa Wall, Fiona Piscioneri,
Vicki and Savannah Cooper and David Eldridge. We are now $550 closer to our goal!

Room 6 Reports on NAPLAN
Students from Years 3 onwards participated in NAPLAN recently at Wallaroo Primary School. Although the testing is only
designated for Years 3, 5 and 7, all students had the opportunity to experience these tests to demonstrate their knowledge and
prepare them for future years. It was also a great insight for teachers.
For Year 3, the writing test was conducted as a paper based test but the rest were completed online on computers. It was
fantastic to witness that all students who completed these tests focused very well and was able to demonstrate prolonged
periods of concentration. I was further amazed when students commented on their enjoyment in sitting these tests. Below are
some of the comments made by Room 6 students.
Year 3 comments about NAPLAN






“Naplan was fun. I got to do Maths and Writing and I liked it.” Lincoln
“I thought the Maths was difficult. The Writing one was on paper.” Serena
“It was easy because there was audio on the computer. I loved it.” Blayze
“It was a bit hard but it was great because I got to learn about it.” Ally
“I loved NAPLAN. It’s long but easy. In the Maths there were no fractions. Paper would have been easier so we can circle
things. I loved the Writing test the most.” Imogen

Some Year 4 comments (in preparation for the Year 5 test in 2020)











“I think the NAPLAN was easy and I really want to do it.” Damon
“I’m prepared for next year. It’s good even though I thought it would be hard.” Dakota
“The Maths NAPLAN was easy.” Koby
“I am really confident about next year because I am practicing for it now.” Hamish
“It was ok and I’m excited for next year because it will be fun and challenging.” Sarah
“I think I did well in the reading test because I love reading and I am good at it.” Zariah
“I think NAPLAN was really good!! I feel very confident for next year. I think I will score a 10 out of 10!” Taylor
“I think I did better in the Maths NAPLAN.” Cooper
“It was fun. The Maths was pretty easy.” James
“I like NAPLAN. I’m ready for next year.” Hanna

Kernewek Lowender
We had such positive talk out in the community about our Maypole and Furry Dancer. Thank you to the
families for supporting us with this event. If any parents/carers have Kernewek costumer that their
children no longer fit into, we would be more than happy to take them off your hands to put with our
collection for future events. (boys pants, shirts, vests or girls dresses and aprons).

WALLAROO PRIMARY SCHOOL HOMEWORK POLICY
Rationale
Homework benefits students by complimenting classroom learning, fostering good lifelong learning study habits and providing
an opportunity for students to be responsible for their own learning. Homework is an opportunity for parents to participate in
their child’s education. Parents, in partnership with the school, should encourage their children to establish good homework
patterns from early primary school.
Aims
Students benefit from completing homework regularly as it helps them develop organisational and time-management skills, selfdiscipline, skills in using out-of-school resources and personal responsibility for learning. Year 3-7 students should use diaries
which provide a means of regular communication between parents and the school.
Homework should be given to students at a regular time and returned at a regular time to support, reinforce and extend
classroom learning to develop positive study habits, to develop a responsibility for self-learning and preparation for secondary
school.
Implementation






The school’s homework policy will be distributed to parents at the commencement of each school year.
All students in Years 3-7 will be allocated homework diaries.
Classroom teachers will set weekly homework appropriate to each child’s skill level.
Each set task must be purposeful, meaningful and relevant to the current classroom curriculum.
All homework activities must be assessed with feedback and support provided by teachers.

Junior Years R-2
In the Junior Years (Reception to Year 2), homework should not be seen as a chore.
Homework will:
 Enable the extension of class work by practicing skills or gathering extra information or materials.
Homework will consist mainly of:
 Reading activities to, with and by parents;
 Reinforcement and revision of spelling, writing and number facts;
 Simple extension tasks associated with classroom activities;
 Gathering of additional information or materials.
Homework will generally not exceed 15 minutes per day and will not be set on weekends or during vacation periods.
Homework for Years 3-7 should include:




Daily independent reading;
Reinforcement and revision of spelling, writing and number facts;
Extension of class work including projects and assignments, essays and research.

It is acceptable for teachers to assign unfinished classroom activities as homework tasks.
This will generally be no more than 30 minutes for Years 3 to 7, four times a week and must be coordinated between teachers to
avoid excessive workload. It may be set during weekends and school vacations.
Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s three-year review cycle.

State SAPSASA Athletics Day
After coming 1st in a number of events at the Northern Yorke Peninsula SAPSASA Athletics day I went to Adelaide’s Santos
Stadium to compete in 4 events at the Country Championships. They were 100m sprint, shotput, discus and relay race. I came
third in my 100m heat but didn’t make it to the finals. For shotput, I didn’t do that well. Our relay team got into the finals but
came fourth. However, my best event was discus, I threw the furthest I have ever thrown and came first out of all the kids who
competed (19). I won a gold medal and as a result I have been invited to travel to Darwin in September.
I enjoyed the day and look forward to the next step of competition.
By Miya Turner and Jared King

Once again Ashton Scholastic is promoting reading with a ‘Star Reader’ initiative, and have given our school prizes
and certificates to be handed out through the year. Each assembly one student from each class will receive a
certificate, bookmark and sticker from their teacher in recognition of reading success. Also at each assembly Mrs
Seddon will award one student from the school for their reading with a gift bag and certificate.
Term 2 Week 4 Assembly winners
Room 1

Maci Miles

Room 3

Lexi Geldart

Room 6

Izzy Ainslie

Room 7

Jhett Miller

Room 8

Tyson Hallett

Room 9

Ciennah Miller

Mrs Seddon

Tara Adams

Congratulations to these students and thanks to Ashton Scholastic for their generosity.

Labelling plants in our Bush tucker Garden.

Aboriginal Community Education
Officer Bianca Newchurch with
students Imogen (left) and Isabella
place name labels in the Bush tucker
garden which our Aboriginal students
planted last year.

TERM TWO PLANNER FOR PARENTS
WEEK

MON
3/6

TUES
4/6

WED
5/6

THURS
6/6

FRI
7/6
Small wheels day

10/6
Queen’s Birthday

11/6
Student
Free
Day

12/6

13/6
Newsletter
Room 3 Farm
Excursion

14/6

17/6

18/6

19/6

20/6

24/6

25/6

26/6

27/6
Newsletter

21/6
Assembly-9.00 am
hosted by Rm 1,
items by Rm 9 & 7.
28/6

1/7
NAIDOC WEEK

2/7

3/7

4/7
**REPORTS GO
HOME**

6

7

8

9

10

5/7
Early dismissal
2.00pm

