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Every child matters every day.

All children can be high achievers.
Term 2, 29 April – 5 July
Week 7 Term 2 2019

June

July

Thursday 13th -

Room 3 Farm excursion

Thursday 20th –

Book Club money and orders due

Friday 21st –

School Assembly @ 9:00 am

Friday 5th –

PJ Day to raise funds for our Nature Play area

Dear Families,
This week we welcome two new families into our school. David Varcoe begins in Room 3 and Elloise Grillett in Room 8.
Our External Review was conducted on Monday and Tuesday of Week 5 by an external Education Department panel. This was our
opportunity to share our improvement journey, showcase our teaching and learning program, structures, routines and processes.
The panel observed classroom practice and met with students, staff and families. Thanks to our families who took the opportunity
to meet with the panel to provide their perception on the school’s approach to facilitating student achievement. Now we await
their recommendations to support our improvement agenda.
On Friday, our Education Consultant, Mr John Fleming returned to work with teachers to continue to refine our literacy and
numeracy instruction. Teachers had the added benefit of observing each other’s practice and being involved in the coaching
sessions. We place high importance in enhancing teacher practice, and consistency of practice across the school in evidence based
high yield strategies. Research clearly states that when a whole school approach is taken then momentum in student achievement
is gained.
Our Pupil Free Day provided an excellent opportunity to further explore the learning from Mr Fleming’s visit. Teachers were
provided with time to enhance their reading and numeracy warm ups with a focus on increasing children’s ability to think and
apply their learning through problem solving. I commend our teachers on their dedication and commitment to self-improvement,
and for their tireless efforts in continually adapting and developing resources to provide quality learning opportunities for our
children.
End of term reports will go home in Week 10. Please ensure you make time to speak with your child’s teacher if you have any
concerns. This communication is highly valued, since we know that learning outcomes are enhanced with a positive teacher and
family partnership.
Lastly, I’d like to express my sincere gratitude to our school community, the staff, children, Governing Council and families for the
support and expressions of sympathy on the passing of my mother. The kindness and thoughtfulness shown in so many beautiful
ways has been truly overwhelming. I feel blessed to be part of this caring and compassionate Wallaroo Primary School community.
I extend a heartfelt thank you on behalf of my family.
I’d also like to acknowledge Mr Damian McCarthy for so competently covering me while on leave and the staff who did that bit
extra to ensure business as usual.
I look forward to seeing many of you at our 9.00 am assembly next Friday.
Warmest regards, Julie

Reconciliation Week Assembly
Wallaroo Primary School held our Reconciliation Week Assembly on Wednesday the 5th of June,
The whole school performed Gagga, Wirri, Matta, Didna (better known as Heads and Shoulders, Knees and Toes in
Narungga, with Bianca and students from Room 8 and 9 leading the way.
Narungga sign names were presented to students from each room, the Library, Gym, Front Office and Boys and Girls
Toilets. These signs are proudly displayed throughout the school. We are also looking at purchasing permanent
signage to help recognise this Aboriginal heritage.
Bianca shared some knowledge of the native plants that have been planted
in our Bush Tucker garden, Bush Tucker in Narungga is ‘Budara Mayibarrdu’
Badara means ‘bush’ and Mayibarrdu means ‘food other than meat’ – these
plants include, Native Violets, Pigface, Muntries, Goats Beard, Native Lime
Tree and Billadiera all of which are native to Narungga Country and were
used in traditional foods and medicine by the Narungga people.
Dusty Feet Mob (a dance group from Port Pirie) performed some songs and
traditional dance with our school. The songs included Amazing Grace, What
a Special Land, I am Australian and My Island Home. This was well received
by all the students, many of whom took the opportunity to join in with the song and dance.

Bianca Newchurch (ACEO and Narungga woman) and Students from Room 8 shared their thoughts on what
Reconciliation means to them.
Bianca Newchurch - ‘Reconciliation week to me, is about giving
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people an opportunity to
share and have a discussion with Non Indigenous Australians
about our culture, about our history, and also about change for
the future.
For me, Reconciliation means to change people’s mindsets,
because if you can change people’s minds you can change
people’s hearts and I believe that in itself will create loving
accepting human beings who can work together in harmony and
create a loving accepting world; a world where our children can
grow together and live together in peace and understanding.
That is my hope for the future generations.’
Connor – Reconciliation is about respecting the Aboriginal and Narungga country, culture and language. I want
people to know that this is Narungga land and to respect it and its people. Nathan what does reconciliation mean to
you?
Nathan – It’s about a week where communities can get together and acknowledge that we are all Australian and it
doesn’t matter what culture we come from. It would be great if we didn’t criticize other cultures. Let’s acknowledge
Aboriginal People and their rights. Miya what does reconciliation mean to you?
Miya – It’s good that people are saying sorry to Aboriginal people. I would like everybody to respect our culture so
that they don’t destroy it. Charlee what does reconciliation mean to you?
Charlee – It means including everyone and not excluding because of culture. We are all Australian so why exclude
people. Please include everyone in whatever you’re doing and respect their differences. A’edan what does
reconciliation mean to you?

A’edan – It is to make sure Aboriginal people and Non Aboriginal people come together. We may all be different but
we are all still people. Emily what does reconciliation mean to you?
Emily – Aboriginals didn’t get treated fairly in the past so they should have the right to be who they are and have
freedom to celebrate their own culture. Malaki what does reconciliation mean to you?
Malaki – It’s good that everyone is walking together and not doing bad things. I want people to hold hands and walk
together with a bit of body paint on their faces to make things better between Australian and Narungga people.
Marni what does reconciliation mean to you?
Marni – I think it means how people used to judge others by the way they looked or their culture. Reconciliation
week is a good time for people to learn from and forgive those who made mistakes. So it’s time to move on and
make new memories that are better than the old ones. Ngayi yunggu – Thankyou

Students and Teachers are presented with
their Narungga Room names that are now
displayed around the school.

During the lead up to Reconciliation Week the
students created feet of their own to symbolise
‘walking together with courage’. On each foot
the children came up with a statement and a
drawing of what Reconciliation means to them.
These feet were placed around the Gym wall.
Dusty Feet Mob with Bianca and Wallaroo
Primary School students.

Learning …Room 1 style
Learning can tie you up in knots and feel like you’ve been stretched in all directions, but that is the fun of it….at least that’s the
way we feel in Room 1! 
Modelling, sharing and working together makes sometimes even the most impossible task seem that much easier to tackle. I mean
without the assistance and guidance of friends where would we all be?
We have traversed the globe as part of our Geography focus this semester. When you are young it is very hard to distinguish the
difference between a town, city and indeed a country but with the help of modern technology, books, surrounding yourself with
maps and of course friends anything is possible!
We have used Google Earth to get a ‘birds eye’ and ‘worms eye’ view, pored over maps and spun the Globe in our classroom off
its axis in excitement when searching for oceans or a country. We have discovered that Wallaroo is not a country and there is a
very large world outside of our hometown.
But one of our most enjoyable and laughter filled lessons was when we were learning about the continents and oceans of Earth.
Modelling learning, persisting and working collaboratively were all very much a part of our learning journey. We tied ourselves up
in knots as we stretched across the globe before collapsing in fits of giggles surrounded and supported by our friends. So much
fun and so much learning at the same time.
Maybe you would like to pop into our class one day and join in our learning fun?
You are more than welcome 
Mrs V and of course the very talented students of Room 1!

Room 9’s learning
In Room 9 we have been learning about angles and how to use a protractor. Our assessment was to make a city using angles and
a protractor. We had to make up a creative name for our cities and use our imagination. We were given a set of instructions that
we had to follow that told us what angles had to be included. We were all very creative with our cities.

We have also been learning about division; we have been learning to divide bigger numbers with smaller numbers.
We have been taught a new way to divide and are using our time tables to help us answer questions.
In Science we have been learning about how plants and animals camouflage. Before that we did experiments. But let’s focus on
camouflage. For one of our experiments we got some newspaper and white paper and got a hole punch and made confetti with
it. We all got a piece of news paper and white paper. We put the white confetti and newspaper confetti on the white piece of
paper and did the same with the newspaper. We had 20 seconds to pick up as much as we could in that time. The aim of that
game was to see if we picked up more newspaper confetti on the white paper background than the white paper confetti on the
newspaper background. Our results showed that more newspaper confetti was picked up on the white paper background than
the white paper confetti.
By Mia and Issy
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