
 

          

Dear Families 

Reconciliation: we introduced our focus day all together 
stating the following:  

We take the education of our future generations very 
seriously. The values that underpin National Sorry Day 
and National Reconciliation Week extend so much further 
than the celebrations marked on the calendar. We need 
to actively play a significant role in Reconciliation every 
day. Education is powerful. A great education can change 
a life. It can bring people together with a shared 
understanding. It can change our entire community for 
the better. That’s what we aim for every single day. 

 As the leader of Wallaroo Primary School, I support a 
reconciled Australia. One where children of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples heritage have access to 
the same rights and have the same high educational 
outcomes as all students. I work with our Aboriginal 
Community Education Officer Bianca and our Aboriginal 
Education Teacher Mr King to ensure that the local 
Narungga Nation heritage and all Aboriginal students 
heritage is championed.  

We teach our history, the value of our indigenous 
knowledge, perspectives and culture right across the 
curriculum and throughout the year. Just as it should be. 
This isn’t a once a year thing. However in saying that we 
will absolutely be acknowledging Reconciliation week 
through the activities we are doing today.  

A huge thank you to Bianca our amazing Aboriginal 
Community Education Officer for all her background work 
in preparing for today and to Jared (Mr King) for all his 
support in his role of Aboriginal Education Teacher. We 
are all in this together. We all have a role to play. 

Be Kind: each child and staff member is now the proud             
owner of a ‘Be Kind’ t-shirt, organised by Sandy Shaw and 
Deb Ramsey. We had planned to all wear them for 

Harmony Day but with the onset of COVID last term, we 
saved them for Reconciliation Week.  

Nick Perry: Wednesday was an exciting day as we held 

our second “Zoomcursion” 😀   . As part of our focus on 
reading (which leads to a greater vocabulary, improved 
grammar and writing), Nick Perry the Editor of the YP 
Country Times visited. As with our Author Tricia Stringer 
zoomcursion, Nick “zoomed” into classes from Mrs 
Thomson’s office. He took part in a Q and A session about 
his what it’s like to be an editor and the development of 
a weekly paper. As usual, our students asked great 
questions. Nick spoke about his love of writing, what he 
does as an editor, explained the many steps it takes to 
bring a paper together, what makes a good news story 
and much more. Did you know a newspaper is printed 
only using four base colours?! Once restrictions have 
lifted Nick has invited our students on a tour of the 
Country Times.  

The interview has been loaded onto our YouTube channel 
and the link copied onto our Facebook page. This way our 
school and wider community can be more involved in our 
learning.  

Playground Upgrade: Thanks to the support of our staff 
working bee on Saturday 23rd May, our sandpit is now 
around 3 times its original size. We also have a hill along 
the fence line (Brucey’s bumps) thanks to AG & SA Bruce 
(Bruce Sandpit) for supplying the A grade quality sand and 
Newtown Bobcats for delivering the sand from Alford. 
Our large sandpit is now bordered by rocks from Shane 
Dunstan, YP Mini Diggers and sand topped up by MA 
Skinner.  The patch of ground has been prepared and 
ready for the arrival of our new 4 piece swing set.  Our 
brick walls are nearly ready for undercoating followed by 
murals. Stay tuned!  

Dom Thomson 
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Pupil Free Day: 

Please stay safe over the long weekend and drive carefully. We look forward to students returning to school next 
Wednesday. Following the public holiday on Monday we have a pupil free day on Tuesday the 9th. As a staff we will be 
increasing our knowledge and critical thinking skills in the area of HASS (History, Geography, Economics and Business and 
Civics and Citizenship). We are preparing for a term 3 focus on HASS as the vehicle to apply comprehension skills to a 
purposeful context.  

Congratulations! Congratulations to the following students on demonstrating one or more of our school values. The 
students were presented with their awards at our Zoom Assembly.  

Mackenzie Batchelor, Alyssa Wall, Archer Measday, Natalie Frick, Ruby Brooks, Lincoln Dalby, Koby Turner, Joel Bates 
and April Cocks. 

 

Principal’s Award: Riley Gill, for setting his own learning targets and 

sharing his success with me after school. 

 

Howdy titans of togetherness  

In this together is the theme of the 2020 National Reconciliation week 27 May 

to 3 June which also marks the twentieth anniversary of the reconciliation walks 

of 2000.  

Being ‘in this together’ makes use of our collective effort and deliberate action to move us forward to a positive preferred future. In 

the ‘Our history our story, our future’   video on the reconciliation website https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/ we hear “If we know 

we are stronger together, what lies ahead of us is a journey of truth”.  That truth includes a celebration of stories of courage, of 

innovation and of triumph such as that of Vincent Lingiari.  

I’ve been fascinated by his story, not least because it is immortalised in the 

song ‘From little things big things grow’ by Paul Kelly and Kev Carmody, but 

also because it was a story of a man who bravely and determinedly said 

‘enough’ and then took action.  In 1966 Gurindji man Vincent Lingiari 

supported his fellow stockman and their families to walk away from work 

conditions that were demeaning and unjust and to petition decision and law 

makers to redress this inequity as well as the issue of traditional land 

ownership. The Wave Hill walk off and subsequent protest lasted 7 years, 

showing great courage and persistence to ultimately triumph.  When in 1976 Prime Minister Gough Whitlam handed Vincent the 

deeds to his land, Vincent said in response “let us live happily together as mates, let us not make it hard for each other…we want to 

live in a better way together, Aboriginals and white men, let us not fight over anything, let us be mates.”  

In 1976 Vincent was named a Member of the Order of Australia for his services to the Aboriginal people. 

  Reconciliation Week invites us to continue this journey of togetherness, to live in a better way.  Progress this by being a truth teller, 

which includes surfacing our history’s blind spots. In doing so, you move us forward, creating a nation strengthed by respectful 

relationships.  

Wishing you the courage and persistence of Vincent Lingiari. 

Angela  

From Little Things Big Things Grow https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzT-ccVov4w 

“My take on ‘reconciliation’ is that reconciliation is what you make it – and as Australians in a lucky country, you have the ability to 

make it meaningful”. NSW Young Australian of the Year, Merindah Donnelly 2012 

 

https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzT-ccVov4w
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.teacherstickers.com.au//v/vspfiles/photos/20011-2T.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.teacherstickers.com.au/teacher-reward-stickers-s/1821.htm&h=365&w=365&tbnid=W1TWz1WnTz2WAM:&docid=X_tsjorbeUXB6M&hl=en&ei=ZJs6Vq


Room 9 Literacy 

Room 9 has been working exceptionally hard in literacy to complete and publish their very own Narratives. The procedure 

involved many steps that would support and provide the 6/7’s with the skills they needed to write a well-written narrative. 

We looked at various examples of narratives and analysed their features. Once the 6/7’s had a good understanding of 

what they involve, we explored and broke down the structure of how a narrative should be written. The students came 

up with some fantastic story ideas when brainstorming and began their drafting process. The 6/7’s learnt the power of 

adjectives and language features and how it brings their stories alive. Below is some published work from Jay Whitton, 

April Cocks, Marnie Dempster and Riley Gill showing the creativity, imagination and hard work they put into their 

narratives. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

  

  

  

DUE TO COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS WE WERE FORCED TO LIMITED OUR NUMBER OF HELPERS AT OUR 

NATURE PLAY WORKING BEE. 

DESPITE THIS, THE WORK UNDERTAKEN ON THE DAY WAS A HUGE EFFORT AND A HUGE STEP IN THE 

DIRECTION OF EXCITING TIMES TO COME!! 


