
 

          

 

 

 

Dear Families 

Reports: We are trialling a new format for our written 
reports for semester one and welcome feedback. These 
reports will help you understand how your child is 
progressing and how schools support your child’s 
development. Teachers plan, teach, assess and report 
students’ learning using the Australian Curriculum. The 
Australian Curriculum sets high standards for what all young 
Australians should be taught and what they should know 
and be able to do as they progress through school. The 
report envelopes will also contain helpful information in 
community friendly language that covers the Australian 
Curriculum content.   
Teachers use a range of different assessment strategies and 
tools to gather evidence of student achievement with 
reference to the achievement standards in the Australian 
Curriculum. Based on the evidence, teachers make an on-
balance judgement to decide which grade best matches the 
standard the student has achieved. Teachers are not 
expected to allocate a set number of each grade within their 
class. 
 
Specialist subjects for semester two: We are really excited 
to announce that in semester two we are trialling 4 specialist 
subjects across Foundation to year 7, including PE (Physical 
Education), Narungga (language and cultural emersion), 
Technology (Design and Technologies and Digital 
Technologies- including Media) and the Arts (Visual Arts, 
Drama, Dance and Music). R-2 will receive 2x lessons of PE, 
our year 3/4s will receive 2x lessons of the Arts and our 5-7s 
will receive 2x lessons of technology. Our intervention 
teacher will have an increase in time from 2 to 3 days a week 
and our Aboriginal Education Teacher will be increasing their 
time from 1 to 2 days a week. Our new timetable will support 
our notion of ‘the community raises the child’ with more 
adults working with more children. While we are a small site, 
we have big ambitions and feel this move will not only be 
exciting but also support a smooth transition from Primary 
to High School.  
 

SIP (Site Improvement Plan): At our week 7 pupil free day 
we had the opportunity to work (via zoom) with a lecturer 
from UniSA, Malcolm McInnerney. Malcolm is an expert in 
the field of HASS (Humanities and Social Sciences), HASS sub 
strands include: History, Geography, Civics and Citizenship 
and Economics and Business. It is an area of the curriculum 
all staff felt they could benefit training in. Malcom went 
through a number of exercises over the day, exposing staff 
to critical thinking strategies, key components and concepts 
within each sub strand and gave us many opportunities to 
discuss what HASS could look like within site. Our aim for 
semester two is to continue our focus on our SIP goal 2 
(comprehension) by looking at opportunities to look at 
applying comprehension skills and strategies within HASS 
themes. Words that continuously came up were around 
language, vocabulary and critical thinking within 
comprehension. Student improvement in comprehension 
skills, will help them make sense of the world around them 
and give meaning to what is learnt in HASS. HASS will provide 
the context. 
 
Playground upgrade update: We’ve had a huge donation of 
logs from Martins Family Trees, tree services and ask that 
our families watch out over them within our school grounds 
to ensure they stay in the areas they’ll be needed. If you see 
otherwise, please contact our local police.  
Dom Thomson (Principal) 
 
Governing Council: We met last night and were excited to 
hear about all the hard work staff have put into the 
playground upgrade and would like to thank all involved for 
giving up their time at the Saturday staff working bee. We 
were also excited to hear about the plan for 4 specialist 
subject areas being trialled in semester two and look 
forward to hearing about these from our children. We feel 
as a council that the teachers, SSOs and leaders work 
extremely hard at Wallaroo and that their consistent ‘over 
and above’ commitment leads to great benefits for our 
children.   
Fiona Piscioneri (Governing Council Chairperson) 

Principal: Dominica Thomson 
Student Wellbeing Leader: Damian McCarthy 

Business Manager: Sandy Shaw 

Website: www.wallaroops.sa.edu.au 
Email: dl.0459.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Phone: 88 232 190 

Every child matters every day 

CARE……………PERSISTENCE…..…………..PRIDE…………………..RESPECT 
TERM 2-Week 8 Newsletter 



  

Second Hand Uniforms 

Do you have any uniforms that no longer fit your child/children? If so, we would welcome any donations for our second 

hand clothing pool. 

 

Room 6- Science Reflections 

We conducted a Science experiment which tested the germination of eucalypt 

seeds. 

One group changed the amount of sunlight the seeds received and the other 

group used seeds which had been heat affected (like being in a bushfire). 

We discovered that the seeds which were heat affected showed greater 

success germinating than the other group.  

We concluded that seeds which have been through a fire have a good chance 

of regenerating and that seeds need light, warmth, oxygen, nutrients and 

moisture to germinate. We read about this in our guided reading groups too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Collecting seeds 
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reading lessons! 



 

Room 6- Putting Procedures to the test! 
Students have been learning how to write clear and detailed procedures for others to follow. After a series of lessons, 

they chose an activity of their choice to write their final procedure on. After presenting these to peers, students voted 

on their top 3 and golly, were the votes close! 

The finalists included: 

Blaine Miles- How to tie your shoelaces 

The Winner -Ruby Brooks- How to wash a dog 

Jhett Miller- How to run fast 

We decided to put these to the test (yes, even the dog wash!) and students provided some peer feedback according 

to the criteria and the complexity of the task.  

Here are some pictures from us putting the dog wash procedure to the test! We have also attached 1 sample so you 

can perhaps, try it at home yourself! Let us know what you think. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     

Picture 1: Ruby reading her procedure whilst Nikeisha 

attempts to wash the dog! The class are listening 

carefully to give peer feedback about the verbs and 

adverbs used. 

Picture 2: Uh oh! The towel wasn’t collected even 

though it was in the material list. 

Lucky this dog (toy) enjoys a good shake! The class 

are finding this very amusing. 



                                  

                                    

 


