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LIFE STORIES 

 

Caption: Student’s work involving the components of life stories 

Ever wanted to know what a life story is? 

Let’s just say life stores can be 

pretty much anything from books, 

to funny video’s explaining your 

trepidations about high school and 

to individual’s Facebook pages 

displaying their life’s 

accomplishments. These types of 

life stories are known as memoirs, 

diaries and blogs. This is just the 

beginning of what we have been 

focusing on.  

The year 6/7’s in room 4 have been 

learning about life stories. Why, 

you ask? Because life stories have 

the ability to take the reader on an 

adventure and provide people with 

an insight on experiences and 

challenges people can face. 

 

  

We had water ballons and water  

These life stories can be 

presented in a variety of ways, 

which include: Dairy or Journal 

Entries, Personal Recount, 

Anecdote, Memoir, 

Autobiography, Letter, Poem, 

Blog and Biographies.  

We as a class will be delving into 

the components which are 

essential when constructing life 

stories. We are looking into 

language and how language 

creates vivid images for people to 

imagine.   

Room 4 will begin making their 

own life stories and presenting in 

many different ways themselves 

next term.  

 

Room 3: Guess-timating 

 

Room 3 have been busy 

estimating and measuring. We 

made good guesses about how 

long it would take us to run 

around the oval and say our 

name 5 times. 

Room 1: Fun Flying 

Adventures 

Room 1 are putting the 

finishing touches on their 

illustrations for Lyn Longo’s 

book on flight. 

Room 5: Heal Country 

We have been learning about 

NAIDOC Week 4-11 July. Why 

and how do we celebrate? 

What does the theme ‘Heal 

Country’ mean? We’ll also be 

learning about a variety of 

significant Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people. 

 
Room 6: Pen Pal’s are cool 

We have been busy writing a 

reply to their pen pals at 

Wallaroo Mines Primary 

School on the computer. 



                      
      Dear Parents/Caregivers, 

 

Farewell to Jess Martin and welcome to new staff: Jess Martin our year 5/6 teacher begins maternity leave as of 
term 3. I’d like to thank her for her strong commitment to ensuring that the events usually overseen by Jared King 
in past years, was handed over well to new staff. She has also been integral to our student participation in the 
Kernewek Lowender festival. We know she’ll be a fabulous Mum and wish her all the very best. We look forward 
to her return late 2022.  
 
Back filling in Room 5, will be Jen Heinrich. Jen is well known to the students and has already established strong 
relationships and learning programs with the students, having taught them NIT and backfilled when Jess has been 
absent. Backfilling behind Jen’s PE/Health role will be Desiree Gearing. Desiree has spent a few days at Wallaroo 
already in a TRT capacity when not working in a contract at KMS. Next term Desiree will be at WPS 2 days a week 
and 3 days at KMS. Desiree will also be backfilling behind Emma Lukong, teaching specialist Digital Technology. 
Emma will be in Room 4 full time, with the 6/7s for the remainder of the year. Lois Paterson will be taking Long 
Service Leave (LSL) for part of term 3. Backfilling behind her will be Chris Smith. Chris has been working regularly 
at WPS for a number of years and has worked in the intervention capacity in the past. Chris will also be taking 
over the Aboriginal Education Teacher (AET) component of Lois’s role along with teaching Nharangga, with Bianca 
Newchurch for the remainder of 2021. I will also be taking 8 days of LSL in term 3, over weeks 2 and 3. I’m hoping 
the Governing Council will be able to move the meeting to week 4 so I can attend, having them in week 4 and 8 in 
Term 3. Lois will be backfilling me in the office, with Chris Smith supporting her intervention role. I feel, with 
Gemma and staff supporting that the running of the school won’t miss a beat. Finally, I’d like to welcome Heidi 
our Pastoral Care Worker, whom Gemma will be able to talk more about.  
 
Walk Throughs: Classroom observations and walkthrough’s have included classroom guided reading blocks.  
Guided reading supports students to read in small groups, choose text which will stretch students in a supported 
environment, give the teacher an opportunity to listen and respond to students and plan for the next steps in 
learning. They support students to ask questions and discuss text extending oral language with question and 
response stems.  
 
Reports: On Wednesday of week 10 student reports will be sent home in a sealed envelope. All students will receive 
a report including a grade for all subject areas, include a reflection on learning, and future steps to support student 
outcomes in semester 2. The envelope will also contain a curriculum overview for each subject area that the 
Department for Education provides. These documents include an overview of what parents/caregivers can expect 
at different year levels. A specialist teacher overview will also be in the report envelope along with Year 5 student 
Instrumental Music reports, thanks to Kerrin Williams. The reports go home on a Wednesday to allow for parents 
to have the opportunity to contact class teachers with any queries, clarifications or concerns prior to the end of 
term. I’d like to thank all teaching staff for their commitment to writing reports that reflect each students learning. 
Having read every report I can attest to the individual care taken to ensure each report is a true and accurate 
reflection of your child/children’s progress.  
 
  
 
Wishing all families a relaxing and safe school holiday period.  
 
Dominica Thomson 
Principal 
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Nharangga Mural Launch 25th June, 2021 

On behalf of Wallaroo Primary School students, staff and local community I’d like to thank Artist Linda Turner for 

our incredible Nharangga Mural. The launch, this morning, included a Welcome to Country by Miya, Malaki and AJ 

Turner (Linda Turner’s niece and nephews), a smoking ceremony by Quentin Agius, Linda Turner speaking about 

the journey of our magnificent mural, Nikeisha from room 6 talking about our Bush Tucker Garden, a traditional 

dance performed by Quentin and the children from Point Pearce. Children from room 1 and 3 also performed, 

sharing the song Red, Black and Yellow on tapping sticks. Room 6 students sang Ninna Marni. Wallaroo Primary 

students, with help from Bianca Newchurch and Jen Heinrich created a gift for Linda that included the Nharangga 

totems of Kangaroo, Emu, Sea Eagle and Carpet Shark. 

When Bianca brought the idea of applying for the Country Arts SA quick response grant to me last year, I would 

never have dreamed that this mural would be the result. Artist Linda Turner came onto the scene as a favour to 

her brother Peter Turner (parent of Miya, Malaki and AJ). Linda, a past student of Wallaroo Primary, squeezed in 

the planning of the mural in amongst other big commissions due at the time. As the planning and communication 

between Bianca, our local community and Linda grew, it became harder and harder for her to step away. The 

result is, that 9 months later, following the hard work of Bianca behind the scenes at this end and countless 

videos, emails, phone calls, messages and many, many hours of planning, drawing and painting later,  Linda 

completed this amazing mural. What a legacy for Linda and the Turner family.  Miya, Malaki and Ajay conducted a 

Welcome you to Country.  

 
 
The mural is visible through the gym doors/windows, however if our community would like to look at the mural 
close up during school hours, please make a time through the front office and our school leaders will be able to 
give you a close up look.  
                 

                                                                                                                             

                                             

Each Friday at 

Recess break we 

will be selling 

warm Milo and 

a biscuit for 

$1.00        



                                                                                            

Congratulations to the following students on demonstrating one or more of our 

school values. The students were presented with their awards at our Week 8 

Assembly.  

Riley Penhall, Lexi Geldart, Charlotte Von-Zieden, Ewan Cleghorn, Hira Ali, Ryder 
Steele, Kalais Lange, Declan Foy and Mia Emery.  

 

A big congratulations to the following students: Hira Ali, Tara Adams and Maci Miles from Room 6 who were equal winners 
with Nikeisha Atkinson, Lilly Fear and Imogen Warren from Room 6 in the KESAB Copper Coast Schools Competition for 
their Stop Motion Animation Videos “Pet Waste Can Go In The Green Bin” and “Clothes Don’t Belong In The Green Bin.”   

The students were lucky enough to win the following prizes; 6 movie passes, 6 caddies (one per class), Soil (Peats), 2 x Indoor 
GO bins, DVD for school screening. 

For winning the Primary School section, our class will get a special DVD screening of a sustainability themed movie, to be 
confirmed at a later date. 

These videos will be shown at State-wide Cinema Kadina during the previews all school holidays – so come along and watch 
them on the big screen! 

 

 

 

We are now entering our fourth year with Ashton Scholastic are providing us with their ‘Star Reader’ initiative. They have 
given our school prizes and certificates to be handed out through the year. Each assembly one student from each class will 
receive a certificate, bookmark and sticker from their teacher in recognition of reading success. Also at each assembly Mrs 
Seddon will award one student from the school for their reading with a gift bag and certificate. 

Term 2 Week 8 Assembly winners 

Room 1  Malaki Stokes   Room 3  Thomas Knight 

Room 4  Ciennah Miller   Room 5  Tyson Osborne  

Room 6  Dylan Ferrell   Mrs Seddon Shyann Launder 

Congratulations to these students and thanks to Ashton Scholastic for their generosity.     

 

 

FROM THE LIBRARY COUCH  

Hi all, we now have 40 students who have completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge so 

far, with 10 weeks to go including school holidays. 

Next term we will be holding our Ashton Scholastic Book Fair, watching a Book Week 

performance from Splash Theatre Company and enjoy sharing the Children’s Book Council 

of Australia shortlisted book titles. 

 Keep reading, Mrs. Seddon  

 

    



              

 

 

                     

 


