
  WPS News  

     

 

 

 

 

 

  

What a Wonderful Year We Have Had!  

CARE  PRIDE PERSISTENCE RESPECT 
Wallaroo Primary School                                      Week 9, Term 4 Newsletter          Student Edition 8, 2022 

 As 2022 comes to an end, the SRC and School Captains would like to 
reflect on the fantastic year that has been. This year’s 2022 Student 
Representative Committee has consisted of: Room 3: Ella Geldart and Eli 
Measday, Room 1: Georgia Moyle and Archer Measday, Room 6: 
Mackenzie Batchelor and Haris Ali, Room 4: Blayze Vercoe and Damon 
Cocks and School Captains: Blaine Miles and Imogen Foster-Horsell, and 
Vice Captains: Hira Ali and Samara Frick. SRC and our School Captains 
would like to highlight some of their favorite school events from this year. 
These have included (just to name a few): the Lantern Festival, Clean Up 
Australia Day, the whole school excursions, the SRC Outback Spectacular 
Disco that raised money for Variety, Bush Buddies visit, the Science Week 
bubbles and physics incursion, the Music Incursion, Mine Craft Club, Road 
Safety and Cyber Safety Lessons, Swimming and many more! Our SCR and 
School Captains reflected on their learning and experience being a part of 
student voice this year. Here’s what they had to say: Immy Foster said 
being a School Captain has taught her great public speaking skills…“It’s 
not that hard to get up in front of everyone and speak once you build up 
the confidence and practice. I didn’t have the confidence to do it before 
becoming School Captain.” Blaine Miles said “you shouldn’t be afraid to 
stand up for what you believe is right. Being a leader means you need to 
stand up for everyone.” Georgia Moyle said “you have to look out for 
people who might be hurt and include everyone.” Archer Measday said 
SRC gives you a voice and allows you to help improve the school. “You 
have to look out for everyone, even if you aren’t their friend.” On behalf 
of the SRC and School Captains, we would like to wish the year 6s all the 
very best for high school next year. We would also like to wish everyone 
a happy holidays and a well-rested break. We will see you all next year!   
 



   
Dear Families,  
 
It’s been busy last week of term. Our Year 6 cohort graduated on Monday 12th, most set to commence at Kadina Memorial 
School in Year 7 from 2023. The students represented Wallaroo Primary values beautifully on the night and made their families 
proud. On behalf of WPS and community, I wish them all the very best for the future and hope they remain ‘friends of WPS’. 
They will always be welcome back for visits.  
 
End of Year events: Year 6 Graduation: Congratulations to our Year 6 cohort, who did themselves proud. Thank you to 
classroom teacher Emma Lukong and all staff that supported the setting up of the event along with attending and celebrating as 
a school community. These acts of unity shared between staff, students, families and the wider community are what make 
Wallaroo such a special place to be. Our End of Year Concert on Wednesday 14th was also a huge success, with all classes having 
fun presenting their items. Congratulations to all award recipients. Yesterday, Thursday 15th we held the inaugural whole school 
End of Year Beach Day. Thank you to all staff and Governing Council for organising the day, which included games, supervised 
swimming and a sausage sizzle.  
 
Fundraiser: well done to our parent community who held a fundraising event to support a WPS family in need.  It was a 
fabulous, well attended night, with a whopping total of $3,700 handed over to the family in need.  
 
We are farewelling three long term staff members this year.  

• Emma Lukong started working at WPS in 2020, having moved to Kadina for the role of 6/7 teacher. Since then, she has 
embraced all things Wallaroo, having taught 6/7, technology R-6 and now finishing her time in the 5/6 class. In that 
time, she’s encouraged, pushed and extended our students to achieve their best and believe in themselves, their 
ability, and what they can achieve when they put their minds to it. She has supported students to attend SAPSASA, 
camps, excursions and to win not once, but twice, the Governor’s Civics Award. On another note, Emma has provided 
us many laughs with her sense of humour and antics. Staff still talk about the time she got her first ever pet- Squirtle 
the turtle! Within the first week, Squirtle had been trodden on, lost, and found, with the tank nearly exploding! We’ll 
certainly miss Emma’s zest for life and ability to see the funny side of things. We’re happy to say, resilient Squirtle is still 
alive today and much bigger! Due to her passion and commitment to education Emma has secured herself a permanent 
position at Maitland Lutheran School and we wish her all the very best in her future.  

• Lois Paterson is retiring to what we know will be a busy family filled life. Lois began her teaching career 46 years ago, in 
1976. Over that time, she has seen many educational changes. Lois has worked at Bute, in the school, kindy and 
childcare centre, completed contracts across Kadina and Wallaroo, moving to Kulpara and Paskeville before returning 
to work at Wallaroo permanently in 2005. Lois has been an absolute rock for all staff and students at Wallaroo Primary 
for the last 17 years. She has been an advisor to me over the past 3 years along with the voice of experience for many 
staff and students as they have passed through our doors. She has most recently been integral in the implementation of 
the InitiaLit program which has been revolutionary to our Early Years program along with her work around gifted and 
talented students over the years, Maypole and all things school related. Lois has also been an official department 
teacher mentor, which has provided an opportunity for her to pass on her knowledge and wisdom prior to retirement. 
On behalf of students and staff, I wish Lois all the very best.   

• Sandy Shaw is moving to permanent employment in her current 2022 role within the Yorke and Northern Health 
Network Nursing and Midwifery Education team, therefore she will not be returning to Wallaroo Primary School. Sandy, 
who, prior to a year’s leave in 2022, worked at WPS for over 20 years has left a legacy that will live on for many years to 
come. In her time at WPS, as Business Manager, she was involved in many community initiatives including bringing 
week long music incursions, choir and she was integral to starting our much-loved Community OSHC. Students all knew 
who ‘Sandy’ was and that if they needed special care, she was ready and waiting in the front office. We wish her all the 
best in furthering her career in health.  

Reports: Our ‘new look’ reports were sent home on Wednesday, along with students 2023 classroom teachers. We hope you 
like the new look reports. If you have any feedback please see a member of admin and/or fill in a feedback slip available in the 
front office.  
Finally, I wish all students and families a safe and restful holiday period and look forward to seeing you all Monday 30th January. 
 
Dominica Thomson, Principal      

Every child matters every day 

Website: www.wallaroops.sa.edu.au 
Email: dl.0459.info@schools.sa.edu.au 

Phone: 88 232 190 



                                       
 

Farewell Message from Lois 
 

My dream as a seven year old “to follow my big sister’s footsteps and become a teacher” came to 

fruition on my 20th birthday when I received my first teaching placement at Bute. Shy and timid I 

moved from the city to the small country town all set to face my class of 29 year 1 students. (no 

reception students back then). 

 

I have been privileged to have had in my classroom many, many fine young people and families, 6 

schools and 14 Principals who have inspired, encouraged, taught me, challenged me. They helped me 

build the first bridges. From them I learned true teaching is a special partnership. 

 

I’ve seen many changes over my 46 years, both in fashion and life. Despite the altering of outward 

appearances and changes in teaching pedagogy, I’ve always been committed to strive for what is true 

and right and best to meet students’ needs to achieve their potential. 

 

I look back with gratitude. I entered a profession passionate and dedicated to assisting young people 

achieve their potential, to revealing or finding their best selves. As I leave it, I am taking many with me. 

You will live on in my memories. I'll always remember the things we achieved together: the many 

successful learning goals achieved the many events we put on like Twilight concerts etc. 

 

I am not absolutely sure what I’ll fill my time with, but suspect that I will travel to places I've always 

wanted to go to and haven't been. I intend to read books that have been waiting on my 'must read' list 

for years. I have a garden needing to be completed. High on the list will be to play with my 

grandchildren, enjoy being around my family and friends... In short, I plan to LIVE and not sit on my 

laurels. 

 

Thank you to my colleagues at Wallaroo and of past schools, for their support, friendship and for being 

exemplars of what it is to serve faithfully with humility. I will always remember our shared laughter, our 

joys, as well as our struggles. Thank-you too, for the notes of appreciation, words of encouragement, 

sharing of resources, and time but mostly for your sincerity and trust. 

 

There is only ever one of each of us: one Lois Paterson, one Dominica Thomson, each of you and the 

students we teach are unique. We are neither better nor less than anybody else but rather the best or 

least of ourselves. 

I’m continuing an exciting on-going journey to discover the best me. Thank-you students, families and 

staff for being my traveling companions along a large and important part of my way. I am forever 

grateful for your stimulating company and the enormous collection of shared experiences indelibly 

printed on my mind. 

Thank you and wishing each and everyone the Joy, peace and love of Christmas during this festive 

times, throughout 2023 and beyond. 

 

Thank you and God bless 

Lois Paterson. 

                                              
 



 
 
 
 
 
We are now in our fifth year with Ashton Scholastic providing us with their ‘Star Reader’ initiative. They have given 

our school prizes and certificates to be handed out through the year. Each assembly one student from each class will 

receive a certificate, bookmark and sticker from their teacher in recognition of reading success. Also, at each 

assembly Mrs Seddon will award one student from the school for their reading with a gift bag and certificate. 

Term 4 Week 8 Assembly winners 

Room 1    Riley Penhall   Room 3    Lucas Knight 

Room 4    Immy Foster   Room 6    Maci Miles   

Mrs Seddon Hamish Moyle 

Congratulations to these students and thanks to Ashton Scholastic for their generosity. 



 


